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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ). BEFORE YHE SOUTH CAROLINA
OUNT ORGETOWN ) HUMAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION
; SHAC No. H-3-17-042
) HUD No. 04-18-0342-8
p}
Complainant, g
vs. g CONCILIATION AGREEMENT
3
Varper Comercial Property Consultants, Ir—.c.,;
0 : 1. cO.
clo registered agent %
814 A Johome _ )
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29646
Property Manager
Garder. Grove
706 Pathfinder Weay
Murrelis Intet, SC 29576
Respondent.

This compromise Conciliation Agreement is entered into by and Carolina
Human Affairs Commission (hereinafter “Commission™), on oehalf of Chereinafier
“Complaizant™, versus Vamer Commercial Property Consultants, “nc., €2 al (hereinalisr “Respondent’).

WHEREAS, a verified ccmplaint was filed on September 3, 2017 by Complainant egainst
Respondent allegicg a violaton of the South Carolina Fair Housing Law and dual-filed with the United
States Department of Eousing and Urban Development (HUD) under the Federel Fair Housing Act, as
amended.,

L] ?

I  CASE SYNOPSIS

Complaimnt—idcntiﬁes herseif as a person who hes a disability. The Complainant
belongs to a class o person(s) whom the Fair Housing Act (the "Act") protects from unlawfisl
discrimination because of disability. The subject property is 3 ichway Drive, Murrells Inlet,
(Horry County), Scuth Carolinz 29576 The Respondent is property manager; Vamer
Commercia! Propestiss, owaer and property menagement company. '

The Complainact alleges that the Respor:dent denied ber requests for reasonable accommodations and has
subjected her to disparate terms and conditions. The Complainant stated that she reade Respondent Cathy
Newcomet avsare that she needed an accessible parking space when she moved in. The Complainant said
that Cathy Newcomer told her on June 15, & 25, 2017 that she will have to pay $769 to park in the space
that sho uses or she will teke her deposit. The Complaicant said the other parking spaces ars too small
and the parking space that she uses is the only one that allows her enough space to use her ramp so she
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can exit and ecter her vehicle. The Complainant believes sz is being denied tae rights and privileges
that-nor: disable tenants are afforded ecause she is being harassed about easy access in and out of her
éRespondent doai‘ not dgee with the version of the facts presented by Complainant and denies having
discriminated against Complainant, but agrees to settle the claims in the underlying action by entering
into this Conciliation Apreement.
WHEREAS, the Commission' and the parties hersto wish %o reach a Just resolution of, ths

aforementioned cispure, and reach a full, equitzble and final settlement of all matters arising ou: of the
alorementioned complaint. :

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereby agree and stipulate to the following:
™ %enERaAL PROVISIONS

A, The terms set forch herein are contracauzi and ot merely a recital.

i . B. ’g‘he pln.iu acknowledge that this Agreement is a full set“ement of the disputzd comcplaint, The

parties herefo state thet they have reed and fully understand the significance of the terms set
forth herein and have executed this compromise Conciliation Agresment freely and voluntarily.
No party has been coerced, intimidated, threatened, or in any wey forced to become a party to
this Agreemsnt.

C. This conciliation agreement fully and completely resalves all issues arising out of SHAC Case
#H-3-17-042/HUD Case #04-18-0342-8 throtgh the effective date of this agreement. The
Commission and the Charging Party will take no firther legal zction with respect to, and will
not initiats any action pertaining to, the facts-and events which led to the filing of the charge so
torg as the parties abide by the terms of this Conciliation Agres&mt.

D. This Agreement, after it has been approved by the Commissioner of Scuta Carolina Human
Affairs Cormission (SCHAC) is binding upon all Respondents, their employess, successors
and all cthers in active cancert with them in the ownership or operation of [Vamer Commercial
Property Consultants, Inc., et. al,].

A

E. It is undersiood that, pursuan: to Section 31-21-120 (D) of the South Carolina Code of Laws
* Fair Housing Law, upon approval of this Agreement by .the Commissioner of SCHAC, itisa
Phblic document.

F. This Agresment coes not in any way limit or restrict SCHAC”s authority to imvestigate any
other complaint irvolving Respandents made pursuant fo the Fyir Housing Law, or any other
law within SCHAC's jurisdiction. E :

G. This Cencifiation Agreement constitutes closure of the complaint at HUD and South Carclina
Human Affaixs Commission upon & determination that the Complzinant(s) and Respondent(s)
have complied with the terms of the Agreement, '

. PROVISIONS FOR THE PUBLYC INTEREST
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In order to assure that the public interest is protocted, Respondent, withont admitting to any
violation of the South Carolina Fair Housing Law or Federal Fair Housing Act, agrees to centinue to take
such affimnative action as may-be pecessary 0 assure the eltmination of disstiminatory kousing practices
and the preveation of their occurrence in the future, including, but not limited t the following:

A. Respondent agrees to comply with all Federal and State Housing Laws.

B. Respondert agress 1o consisteatly apply its stzndards for acoeptance and rejection of housing
applicants in'an objective mainner.

. C. Respondent agrees to allow any qualified person the right to purchase, rant, or ocoupy &
dwelling regardless of race, coler, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin.

D. Respondent and Respondent's emaloyees agres to attend Fair Housing training provided by
the South Carolina Human Affairs Commigsion within six months frem the date of the signed
agreement,

E. Within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of this Agreement, Respondent agrees to display
and maintain English and Spanish Fair Housing postecs, form SHAC (8-92), in the main rental
and/or purchase area

Respandent agrees to be monitored by the Commission for § months.

"

IV. RELIEF FOR COMPLAINANT
A. Respondeat agrees o pay the Complainant damages in the amount of $1,000.00
B. Respondent agrees w waive the Coraplainants past due balance of $446.63.

C. Respondent agrses that there shall be no discrimination or retalistion of any iiad against
Complainant or any person who assisted the Commission in the filing of this charge or ic the
investigation of this matter.

]

V. RELEASE BY COMPLAINANT

A. Upon complimoe with the terms of Paragraph IV chrough herein, Complainant agxees to celease
and forever discherge Respondent and Respondent’s employess, agents, successors, insurers, and *
assigns from any and all ¢aims which may be raised on account of she matters raised herein.

V1. BREACH OF CONCILIATED TERMS

A. Noting in this Agreement shall be construed to prociude the Cammission and/or any aggrieved
individual(s) from bringing suit to enforce this Agreement in the event that the Respondent fails
to perform the promises and representations contained herein. Neither does it precluds the
Commission from fillng charges in the future conoerning events occucring after the exesution of
this consciliation agreement. The Commission shall determine whether the Respondent has
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complied with the terms of this agreemtat. In the event that the Cammission determines that the
Respoadent has not complied with the twerms herzof, the Commission shail send written notice t
the Respondent and the Respondent shall bs givea a reasonable time period 1o remedy such non-
cormpliance.

B. Complainant and Respoudent agree that this Agreement may be used as evidence in a subsequent
proceeding in which any of the parties allege a breach of this Agreement.

VIL REPORTING & RECORDKEEPING
Parties shall submit proof of compliznce with the terms of this Agreement to:
South Caroling Human Affairs Commission

Fair Housine Division
- h—
1026 S uie

Columbia, SC 29201
The submitter of any documentation should inchude the SCHAC sod HUD case nambers, which are
as follows: ] \
SHAC No. H-3-17-042 .
HUD No. €4-18-0342-8
VI COMMISSION REVIEW

A. Subjectto the provisions of Section 814 of the Fair Housing Act, as amended, 427, 8. C. Seetion
3614, and in accordaace with the provisions of State Regulations R. 65-225.G., the Commissicn
may, fror time to time, review compliance with this Conciliation Agreement, gnd, if neceasary,
recommend to the South Carolina Attomney Geueral that a civil action be filed to sesk the
eaforcement of any of the terms set forth herein,

IX. EFFECTIVEDATE

, This agreement. shall become effective on the date on which i is approved and signed by the
Commissioner of tae South Carclina Human Affairs Corrissica.
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